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A message from
Mrs Riordan, Miss Fowler
and Mrs Icke.

Welcome back to Term 4!

We hope you had a lovely break and are ready for
Term 4 in Blackbirds and Sparrows. We are looking forward
to starting the second half of your reception year with you.

We have some exciting learning ahead, including World
Book Day and Science Week.

We can’t wait to see you,
EYFS Team
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Key Dates

As we begin Term 4, we are excited to embark on another enriching and inspiring
learning journey together. This term, our focus will be on:

e Developing a love of reading

e Exploring the wonders of science

e Comparing life in the UK with life in another country

e Exploring mechanisms in Design and Technology

e Using maps to learn about our local area
Throughout the term, children will take part in a wide range of engaging activities
designed to deepen their understanding and curiosity in these important areas.

Together, these exciting opportunities set the stage for a successful, dynamic and
rewarding term ahead.

+« - KEYDATES
® + THIS TERM

DATE

23rd February

24" February, 3",

10*, 17, 24" and
31 March

2" - 6™ March

3 March

5% March

9th - 13th March

TBC W/C 16™
March

27" March

EVENT '~

First Day of Term 4 - Welcome back!

Rising 4's - stay and play sessions to help familiarise
children of pre-school age with our school

World Book Week (Details to follow)
Parent Consultation Evening 4.30-7.00pm

Parent Consultation Evening 3.30-5.30pm
Science week

Parent Forum Meeting

SENCO Coffee Morning 8.45-9.45am
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Writing

We focus on 3 books this term - creating in depth opportunities to explore
the books. This creates lots of experiences for writing, communication and
sharing prior learning.

Our first book this term is ‘Blue Penguin’ - a lovely tale about friendship and
belonging. Far away, near the South Pole, a blue penguin is born. It is not
something you see every day. “l feel like a penguin,” says Blue Penguin. “But
you’re not like us,” the others tell him. As well as PSED links this book also
provides an excellent opportunity for children to explore similarities and
differences between life in the UK and life in Antarctica.

We then begin ‘10 Things | can do to help my world’ which also coincides
with Science week. This teaches young children 10 things that everyone can
do to help our World. This ranges from turning the light off to recycling.
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Our final book is ‘Astro Girl’. This is a story about a little girl, named Astrid,
who loves space and aspires to be an astronaut! An inspirational tale that
shows children never to give up on their dreams.

LEADERSHIP
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Phases Z and 3

Phonics
The children have now been taught all of the phase 2 and 3 sounds. This
means they now know 44 sounds, including digraphs and trigraphs. You
will have received the new phase 3 sounds sent home - please continue to
practice these alongside their reading book a few times a week.
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r This term we will begin by recapping phase 3 sounds before moving onto
r‘ Spring 2 phonics: see overview below. Each week we will continue to send
r home Little Wandle homework.

- Your child will continue to have their reading book changed on a Monday
% and Friday, this book is matched to their current phonic level. Please make
y sure you read as often as possible, even if this is a few pages at a time.

Books are changed when reading record books are sighed to confirm they
have read so please make sure you sign your child's reading record book..

- Phase 3 gmphemes

Week 1 | review Phase 3: ai ee lgh 0 00 ar or ur 0o ow ol ear

Week 2

No new tru:lt.g wurds

Review cLll taught so far
Secure spellmg

review Phase 3: er air
words with double letters

longer words

Week 3
Week 4

words with two or more digmphs

longer words
words Ending in —ing
compound words

Week 5 lcmger words
words with s in the middle [z/ s
words ending —s

words with —es at end [z/
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Maths

Here is an overview of the key learning we will be
covering this term:

--------

Time Sequence

First

e Talk about, order and sequence time.
e Find 9 and 10

e Compare numbers to 10

e Represent9 and 10

e Conceptualised subitising to 10
Then
Bz * 1 more/less to 10
B L , | e Compositionto 10
=ty K ‘ e Bonds to 10 [2 and 3 parts]
- e Make arrangements of 10

AURTURE Doubles to 10
Explore even and odd



‘) The Stour Academy Trust

| ab:tat'?

“!IIEFFEE} .' .
Wht:: LIVE.S
in thas

_'r,'l—-' _' ’ == —y

Science

This term, children will be developing their
knowledge and understanding of animals and the
natural world around them. They will:

Identify a variety of animals.

Describing key features such as size, diet and
movement.

Begin to understand how animals are suited to
the habitats they live in.

Develop curiosity by asking thoughtful
questions about animals.

Use books, pictures and discussions to find
answers.

Share ideas and observations using new
scientific vocabulary.
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Topic

This term, the children will be learning all about how to look after our
world.

They will explore different things that everyone can do to help look after
our world including:
e Save energy — Simple habits like switching things off when they’re not
in use.
e Reduce waste - Finding ways to reuse or recycle instead of throwing
things away.
e Walk or cycle - Choosing eco-friendly ways to get around when
possible.
e Care for plants — Growing flowers, vegetables, or trees to help nature
thrive.
e Protect wildlife — Being mindful of animals and their habitats.
e Save water — Using only what’s needed and avoiding waste.
e Avoid littering — Keeping outdoor spaces clean and safe.
e Use less plastic — Choosing reusable items over single-use ones.
e Share and donate - Passing on items you no longer need instead of
discarding them.
e Spread awareness — Talking to others about ways to help the planet.
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Knowledge Organiser cons:

¥ Dance Unit 1 Ladder ot they con
" Nursery/Reception

About this Unit

In this unit children will develop thair exprassive movemsent through the topic of
everyday lite'. Children explare spoce and how to use spoce sofely. They explore
trovelling mowvernents, shapes and balonces. Children choose their own actions in
response to a stimulus. They are given the opportunity to copy, repeat and
remamber actions. They are introduced to counting to help them keep in time
with the music. They perform to athers ond begin to provide simple feedbock.
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Personal,
Social and

Emotional

Everyday Life

s space

Children will be taught to:

|If you enjoy this unit
# Be bare foot for donce

why not see if there

is a dance club in o nd safely and with control,

Communication B + Move orou y i
» Hove on owaraness of athers in the teaching
and Language '

Key Vocabulary

action direction

+ balance

bend high

count low

Chidren will lagrn Children will lecrn

Knowledge move their bodies  ©on change the  mowve info space
in different WWags QCTC LD S
10 Create

interesting actions

This unit will develop the following skills:

N Social

work safely, respect, collaboration
e Emnctional independence, confidence

- select and apply actions, creativity, exploration, recall,
T il inay ) 5
I provide feedback

Physical Physical Skills
Development = actions
= dynamics

Find miore gomes thot develop these skills
In the Home Learning Active Fomilkes tab on
Wi getsetseducation ook

Transport Dance

This unit will
help children to:

+ move different body
parts at the same time

= be more flexible

= move for longer

Head to our youtube channel to

wateh the skills videos for this unit. Q @getsetteducationl3s

PE

This term we will be following Unit 1 of Get Set
for PE: Dance

In this unit children will develop their expressive
movement through the topic of 'everyday life"
Children explore space and how to use space
safely. They explore travelling movements,
shapes and balances. Children choose their own
actions in response to a stimulus.

They are given the opportunity to copy, repeat
and remember actions. They are introduced to
counting to help them keep in time with the
music. They perform to others and begin to
provide simple feedback.



‘) The Stour Academy Trust

KODAK

PORTRA 400

Personal and Social Development

In reception, we practice and perfect personal and social skills
every day. The children are learning to become confident,
respectful and friendly members of their class. This term, we will
focus on:
e Building constructive and respectful relationships.
e Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.
e Knowing how to stay safe online.
e Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
e ldentifying and moderating their own feelings socially and
emotionally.
e Think about the perspectives of others.
e Manage their own needs- personal hygiene, eating all of lunch,
washing hands, wiping nose.



